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Oil is a particularly dangerous environmental pollutant. Water pollution (rivers, lakes, seas, oceans) invariably accompanies the extraction, transportation, processing and use of "black gold". Oil getting into the hydrosphere occurs in different ways.

Physicochemical treatment includes coagulation, adsorption, oxidation, extraction and other cleaning methods. The removal of finely divided dissolved impurities, as well as the decomposition of organic matter. For adsorption, fine particulate activated carbon is often taken. It is applied evenly on the stain, which prevents it from increasing. Oil mixed with water adheres to particles of coal and is easily removed. The mixture of coal and oil burns well, which facilitates further disposal.

Highly absorbent polyurethane foam is used. It incorporates 20 times more petroleum products than its own weight.Liquid paraffin is poured onto the oil slick. When hardened, it absorbs oil products and is easily removed mechanically. Reducing the toxicity and destruction of the biochemical composition of oil can be achieved using emulsifiers and surfactants. Oil goes into an emulsion and dissolves faster. Ferromagnetic powder FER-3 from iron oxide is effective in the fight against oil spills. The film acquires magnetic properties and is collected by a special trap. The method has technical and environmental advantages, but is not common due to the lack of wide distribution of special powders.
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